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three big Spanish ships were lying off the sea mouth of the
lake, and that their landing parties had restored, manned,
and armed with cannon the fort dismantled by Morgan
two months before.1

It seemed in this way as if the unspeakable Englishman
and his crews of murderers, ravishers, and plunderers were
neatly bottled up, and would be made to pay with their
lives for their horrible  outrages   on  the   possessions of
Spain.   No escape, apparently, was possible.   And yet the
wily scoundrel, after pretending to negotiate, and thus gain-
ing time for cogitation, found the means of slipping out of
the trap which the stupid Spaniards (as on many similar occa-
sions in history) had overlooked.   Morgan and his men con-
structed hastily an imitation man-of-war, which was really
a fire ship.   Sending on this vessel, manned by a few brave
men (who no doubt afterwards jumped into the water and
swam  to other ships),  ahead  of the  other  ships of the
pirate fleet,  the little squadron steered  straight towards
the three big Spanish vessels lying at anchor just inside
the lake.    The men directing the course of the fire ship
grappled her close up against the  largest of the three
Spanish vessels.    This admiral's ship immediately caught
fire.    The men on board her nearest consort, in a state of
panic, pulled up the anchor and ran their vessel aground;
then set fire to her in case she should fall into English
hands.    So there remained only one Spanish ship to fight;
and this, attacked by all the pirate crews, was quickly cap-
tured, nearly all her men and officers being murdered.   A
steersman, however, was picked up, and in return for his
life informed the pirates that the flagship just set fire to
contained 40,000 silver " pieces of eight".    An immediate
attempt was made to put out the flames and get at the

1 This was the place now known as Altagracia.